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They shall see the Son of man coming in the 


clouds of heaven with power and 


great glory 


—WVatthew 24:30 
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John W. Lane, Jr., 


Passes Away Unexpectedly 


R. JOHN W. LANE, JR., associated 
with THe Sunpay ScHoot Tres 
for more than 37 years until his retire- 
ment last March 31, died unexpectedly 
on November 4 at Lewes, Del. He had 
been taken to a hospital there after suf- 
fering a stroke at his home at Millville. 
Mr. Lane was 70 years of age. He was 
not married and lived alone on a prop- 
erty he had purchased in Delaware for 
his retirement. 

Mr. Lane first joined the staff on 
January 8, 1924, as Associate Editor 
when Dr. Charles G. Trumbull was Edi- 
tor. He continued in that capacity until 
April 1, 1960, when he was made Editor. 
From 1928 through 1943 he was the 
Editor of Christian Youth, a young peo- 
ple’s paper published at that time by 
THe Sunpay ScHoo, Times. For many 
years he wrote every week “The Young 
People’s Meeting” in the Towes. He fre- 
quently wrote editorial notes, “Notes on 
Open Letters,” book reviews, and other 
articles, besides planning the issues and 
overseeing the make-up each week. He 
often spent a long time in painstaking 
research to make sure- that what went 
into the Trmmes was accurate and in- 
formative; he kept always in mind the 
importance of supplying helpful mate- 
rial for Sunday school teachers; and he 
was zealous to see that nothing went 
into the editorial columns that was in 
any way at variance with the Word of 
God. He would not hesitate to under- 
take a-hard task of editing, rewriting, 
or writing if he felt it was for the bene- 
fit of the readers. Mr. Lane led eight of 
THe SunDAY ScHOOL TIMES summer tours 
to Alaska, during which he also taught 
sections of the Bible. 

Besides his daily work for the TImMEs, 
Mr. Lane had varied and fruitful out- 
side interests. He was for several years 
a member of the Council of the Victori- 
ous Life Testimony (which manages the 
Keswick Conferences and the Colony of 
Mercy), and chairman of the Young 
People’s Auxiliary. For fourteen years 
he was Scoutmaster of a troop of Boy 
Scouts and for seven or eight years 
Skipper of a Ship of Sea Scouts at 
Sharon Hill, Pa. He was chairman of 
the Eagle Tribunal for the Council of 
Delaware and Montgomery Counties 
(now the Valley Forge Council). He 
was superintendent of the Sunday 
school of the Sharon Hill Methodist 
Church for fourteen years, and taught a 
class of young men from 1924 to 1943. 
He also had a Bible class for adults for 
some time in a home on Thursday eve- 
nings, and many people today speak of 
the blessing that this was to them. He 
was a member of the Bible Presby- 
terian Church of West Philadelphia. He 
was secretary of the Independent Board 
for Presbyterian Foreign Missions. 

In his days with the Tuwes Mr. Lane 
frequently was called upon to write 
poetry for special needs; in fact, that 
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was one of his gifts that attracted Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull in 1924. 

When the deadline came for the 
Thanksgiving Number in 1947, no verse 
was in sight. Mr. Lane wrote the fol- 
lowing lines for that issue, lines that 
have now been fulfilled for him. 


THANKSGIVING DAY GRACE 


Not for the bounty 
Of this laden board; 
Not for the loved ones 
Gathered with us, Lord; 


Dear though these are, and 
Thankful though we be 

For them and for the 
Blessings that we see; 


Yet would we bow, with 
Thankfulness replete, 

For thine own self, and 
Would thy praise repeat. 


More than the gifts that 
Daily crowd our ways, 
Thine own sweet presence 
Is our cause for praise. 


In obedience to God’s call he worked 
faithfully at his editorial desk, first at 
the 1031 Walnut Street office and then 
at the Heid Building at the corner of 
Thirteenth. and Wood Streets in Phila- 
phia. He loved nature, the birds, ani- 
mals, fields, and lakes. 
and vegetables for his own needs. 

Mr. Lane, who once answered readers’ 
questions about what Heaven is like, is 
now experiencing the reality of being 
with Christ, which is “far better.” With 
accuracy, diligence, patience, and fidel- 
ity to the Word of God, he served God 
faithfully and glorified Him. Surely he 
will hear his Lord say, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25: 
21). 
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EDITORIALS 


“And Their Voices Prevailed” 


HINK of the deaf mute as he tries to make himself 

understood with his hands. Think of the baby, about 
a year old, as he reaches and grunts for something he wants. 
Think of the pet dog as he tries to tell you there is danger 
ahead. 

What joy, what fear, what triumph, what terror are 
represented by the voice of man, one of God’s greatest gifts! 
The joy of your. child’s first word; the fear of his scream; 
the triumph of a mighty throng singing “All Hail the 
Power of Jesus Name”; the terror of the chant of rebels 
as they cry for blood: this is the voice of man. 

There were the voices of Churchill and Roosevelt during 
desperate wartime days. There were the voices of Hitler 
and Mussolini, rousing fanatical followers to fever pitch. 
Today there are the voices of Fidel Castro, Nikita 
Khrushchev, and John F. Kennedy. 

But nowhere do we see the power of the human voice 
more clearly demonstrated, for good and for evil, than in 
the Word of God. Humanly speaking, why was the Lord 
Jesus Christ crucified? Because “their voices prevailed” 
(Luke 23:23, A.S.V.). It is a matter of history that Jesus 
went to His death and Barabbas was freed because the mob 
on that day was “urgent with loud voices.” 

The rantings of Hitler, the sullen roar of Japanese stu- 
dents protesting Eisenhower’s impending visit, the unciv- 
ilized din of pro-Communists at a House of Representatives 
Un-American Activities Committee meeting—these voices 
will in the course of history pale into insignificance com- 
pared to those voices that demanded the death of the Lord of 


‘Glory. Theirs was the supreme manifestation of the power 


for evil of the human voice. 

To the Christian, as he surveys history and current 
events, it would appear that the voices of evil still prevail. 
But God will have the last word. And that word will be 
through the voice of testimony. In the end, the Christian’s 
voice will prevail over all the voices of Satan and of wicked- 
ness. “And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven . . . and 
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony” (Rev. 12:10, 11). 

This is the Christian’s responsibility today, to prevail by 
the blood of the Lamb and the word of his testimony. The 
power of the. blood of the Lamb is available to all Chris- 
tians. Where is the word of testimony? Where is the voice 
that speaks out against sin and for righteousness, warning 
of hell and pointing to Heaven, testifying of grace received 
and promises to believe? 

Will your voice be a part of “a great voice of much 
people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, 
and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God”? Will 
yours be “as the voice of many waters, and as the voice. of 
mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth”? (Rev. 19:1, 9.) This is the voice 
that ultimately will prevail. Today’s voices that deny 
Jesus Christ and demand His downfall, as it were, will not 
prevail, Where is your voice? 
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The Judge at the Door 


HIS issue of THE SuNDAay ScHooL Times is devoted 

largely to the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ 
for two reasons: one, as Dr. Fitch points out in his article, 
is because this dgctrine receives great attention in the New 
Testament; a second is because many Christians are won- 
dering if current world conditions indicate that the Lord’s 
return is near. 

It is not our purpose to speculate on “the time and the 
season.” Nor is it our purpose to engage in controversy 
with those who do not hold the same view as the Times 
does on the rapture of the Church, namely, that the Church 
will be raptured before the Great Tribulation. In recent 
years we believe Christians have been unnecessarily divided 
on this issue. We ought to allow one another the privilege 
of different views on this point and then get on with the 
job that God is most interested in: calling out a people for 
His name and conforming them to the image of His Son. 

We believe the articles in this issue have the proper 
emphasis: the kind of people we ought to be in view of the 
Lord’s return, whether it be near or far, whether we believe 
the Church will go through the Great Tribulation or not. 
One of the most striking illustrations of this New Testa- 
ment emphasis is in the Epistle of James, chapter five, where 
patience, kindness, and endurance are all exhorted of believ- 
ers because “the judge standeth before the door” (v. 9). 

This is the point we need to drive home again and again, 
to saved and unsaved alike: the Judge is at the door. There- 
fore, where will you stand, how will you stand when He, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the righteous judge, decides to come 
through the door and meet you? Our primary concern 
ought not to be how, or why, or when the Judge will come. 
It ought to be sufficient to know that He “standeth,” and 
the word used here denotes that He is in the act of entering. 

Therefore, the Word of God says, “Be patient” (Jas. 5:7). 
When godless dictators threaten to bury us, be patient. 
When men deny the Word of God and teach false doctrine, 
be patient. When the world goes mad after sex and money, 
be patient. Patience here means restraint, longsuffering, 
holding out under trial, especially toward people. This 
word is used to describe God Himself (Rom. 15:5) and 
it is He who imparts patience to His children. 

And then there is the matter of how we behave among 
our fellow believers. “Grudge not one against another, 


brethren” (Jas. 5:8). This seems almost a trifling thing to 


bring up in view of Christ’s return, and yet even here we 
see how important it is to “adorn the doctrine of God.” 
This means do not murmur, or sigh, or groan about your 
brother. Why? Most likely you are guilty of the same 
thing. How this ought to speak to us when we are tempted 
to criticize others and to engage in controversy over the 
rapture question! 

In this day we are called, as the prophets of old were, 
to patient endurance in suffering and affliction. How can 
we endure? Only as we are confident that we will see 
“the end of the Lord” and only as we trust specifically 
that “the Lord is merciful and full of understanding pity 
for us men” (5:11, Phillips). 
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THE TIMES News Survey 


® Old School Reader Stirs Controversy.—The 
use of 82-year-old McGuffey Readers by public 
schools in Twin Lakes, Wisconsin, has stirred a 
controversy with religious and political over- 
tones. A Roman Catholic priest in the commu- 
nity has opposed use of the readers as 
“outdated” and “sectarian.” The state’s super- 
intendent of schools agreed with the priest, and 
at first ordered the books removed from the 
schools. The Twin Lakes school board defied 
the order, maintaining it has the right under an 
old Wisconsin law to pick its own textbooks. 
A local Congregational minister supported the 
use of the readers from his pulpit, stating that 
it contained good moral lessons as a part of its 
subject matter. It is no surprise that McGuffey 
Readers might be criticized for being strong in 
“Protestant morality,” but it seems truly astound- 
ing that they should be under fire also because 
of their “19th-century patriotism.” The school 
board has suspended the principal, because he 
opposed use of McGuffey Readers in favor of 
more modern texts. A patriotic organization in 
Chicago has promised to underwrite any finan- 
cial loss that might be suffered by the school. 
It could lose as much as $10,000 for defying the 
state. The state superintendent of schools has 
finally agreed to permit the-books to be used as 
supplemental readers, upon receiving assurance 
from the school board that “sectarian” passages 
would be scissored or blacked out. Some of 
these passages are quotations from the Bible. 


© Sixty-four New Dead Sea Scrolls.—Discovery 
of the largest single collection of historic docu- 
ments ever found in the Holy Land has been 
announced by the Hebrew University of Jeru- 
salem. They are said to be second in importance 
only to the Dead Sea Scrolls. Prof. Yigael Yadin 
told reporters that the sixty-four documents, in- 
cluding two Bible fragments, made no mention 
of Jesus or the early Christian church, although 
they dated from 88 to 135 A.D. The new find, 
from a cliffside cave near the Dead Sea in Israel, 
are described as a collection of legal documents 
relating to a group of refugee Judeans who had 
fled to the caves after Roman Emperor Hadrian’s 
forces had crushed a Jewish revolt. Scrolls such 
as these, in addition to confirming history, are 
valuable to Biblical scholars because they give 
additional insight into Biblical language usage, 
and the ways of people in Bible times. The two° 
Bible fragments are from the Book of Numbers 
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and the Book of Psalms. The documents were 
written in Hebrew, Aramaic, Nabatean, and 
Greek, on both papyrus and parchment. 


® Catholics Commend Lutheran Film.—Roman 
Catholics have given their highest motion picture 
award to the new Lutheran film, “Question 7,” 
which depicts the clash of Christianity and Com- 
munism in East Germany. The film was pro- 
duced by the same group that made “Martin 
Luther.” A writer for a San Francisco Roman 
Catholic paper said “the film will bring a new 
dimension to your reading of the news out of 
Berlin . . . a richer appreciation of what goes on 
under a communist regime.” 


® Hindu Organization in Minnesota.—Forty 
Hindu students at the University of Minnesota 
have organized the first formal religious organi- 
zation of Hindus in the history of Hinduism. The 
organization was formed to promote unity, uni- 
versal brotherhood, and love, through the study 
of Hinduism. It will celebrate Hindu festivals 
and arrange for or sponsor seminars and social 
activities. 


® High Rate of Illegitimacy.—About one of 
every nineteen children born in the United States 
in 1959 was born to an unmarried mother, the 
U. S. Public Health Service said in its annual 
report of birth registrations. The total number 
of illegitimate births in 1959 exceeded 250,000. 
The rate of illegitimacy is tragically: high for 
teenagers. Among mothers who are fifteen 
years of age or younger, the rate is 679 per 
1,000 births. 


® Roman Catholic Bible Broadcasts.—A Roman 
Catholic Bible study group in Cordoba, Argen- 
tina’s second largest city, has started bi-weekly 
broadcasts over the most powerful local radio 
station, under the title, “Let’s Read the Bible.” 
The talks are on the book of Genesis. The Catho- 
lic publication “Didascalia” states that the broad- 
casts were started “because of the great interest 
awakened by the many Bibles distributed re- 
cently through Protestant activities.”“—A. Clifford. 
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Can This Generation Produce Bible Students? 
By Margaret Graham. 


Jesus Christ, Sovereign of the Mind. 
By H. T. Armerding. 


Part II—The Rapture First. 
By Douglas M. ‘White. 
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By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 


of the times and the fulfillment of 

prophecy. There are studies that 
are of fascinating, absorbing interest, 
such as, God’s dealings with His ancient 
people, Israel, and the return of the 
Jews to Palestine. In fact, who can 
fail to be keenly interested in the re- 
gathering of Israel, as. we actually wit- 
ness the gathering of multitudes of 
Jews back to their own .land, number- 
ing already more than two million. 

There is the sign of Communism as 
it threatens to override all world gov- 
ernments. As alarming as any is the 
sign of the Roman Catholic Church 
making rapid strides toward the swal- 
lowing up of all religions. 

Within the churches of Christendom 
there are many causes for alarm, such 
as, the trend of ritualism, the divisions 
created by Modernism, the compromise 
encouraged by Neo-orthodoxy, and 
many more. There are proofs of the 
crippling results of departures from the 
high standards of our Lord and New 
Testament Christianity. 

True believers might well find them- 
selves challenged as they search the 
Word of God in relation to the second 
coming of our Lord. It is compara- 
tively easy to study the signs of the 
times as they seem to be related to 
others, but it is a different matter when 
some particular aspect challenges our 
own hearts and lives. In the multi- 
pictured prophecy of the last days, one 
word stands out for our consideration. 


M ‘cr: are occupied with the signs 








O Quickly Come, Lord Jesus! 
By E. Margaret Clarkson 


QUICKLY come, Lord Jesus! 
The long night waxeth old; 
Thine own are waiting, watching, 
Thy glory to behold; 
The warring world grows weary, 
And knows no rest nor peace: 
O quickly come, Lord Jesus, 
And bring Thy saints release! 


O quickly come, Lord Jesus! 
We long, we long for Thee 

E’en more than wearied watcher 
Waits coming morn to see. 

For wars and strife are round us, 
And troublous times begin: 

O quickly come, Lord Jesus, 
And end this night of sin! 


O quickly come, Lord Jesus! 
In yonder paling sky 

We see the crimson flushing 
That tells us dawn is nigh. 

Break forth in all Thy splendor 
From out Thy starry dome: 

O quickly come, Lord Jesus, 
And bear Thy children home! 


—_—_—_. 





Courtesy Evangelical Christian, Toronto 








‘The Forgotten Sign of the Last Days 


Dr. Rowell, chancellor of Northwest Baptist Theological College, 


Victoria, B. C., 


points to unholiness rampant today and considers 


what the Christian’s life should be in view of the Lord’s return. 


It is expressive of so much that is 
witnessed in our times. It is the word 
unholy. (2 Tim. 3:2). Undoubtedly, 
there has been unholiness in all ages, 
but in this Scripture it is significant 
that unholiness is a sign of the last 
days. 

One of the sad, humiliating features 
of our day is that the ungodly seem 
to be no longer challenged by the holy 
lives of the redeemed. Amid _ the 
world’s unholiness, and that of religious 
professors, God is calling His people to 
a life of holiness, “Be ye holy for I am 
holy,” or, as the Holy Spirit, through 
His servant Paul, addressed Himself to 
our hearts, “that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love” 
(Eph. 1:4). . 

The blessed hope, the coming again 
of the Lord Jesus, is but one glorious 
part in the full orb of the divine reve- 
lation. In Titus 2:11-14 we see the 
comprehensive setting forth of what a 
gracious God has done, is doing, and 
will yet do for man. This amazing 
passage emphasizes the fountain from 
whence all God’s blessings flow: “the 
grace [the free favor] of God.” 

It tells of God’s great deliverance 
through His salvation work; it em- 
phasizes the divine teaching, calling for 
holy living on the part of the redeemed; 
it fills with certainty and inspiration 
in “looking for that blessed hope” of our 
Lord’s return; it reveals that all that 
God has done for us is based on the 
redemption work of our blessed Lord, 
“who gave himself for us”; and it urges 
the redeemed people of God’s posses- 
sion to live a life of practical Christian 
service, “zealous of good works.” 

The blessed hope does not refer to 
some thing, or to an experience, as 
much as it refers to a person. The 
Apostle Paul, by the Holy Spirit, 
designates Him as the “Lord Jesus 
Christ, ... our hope” (1 Tim. 1:1).. Our 
Lord personalized His return when He 
said, “I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself” (John 14:3). Con- 
sequently, we are looking for a person, 
“The Lord himself shall descend from 

heaven with a shout” (1 Thess. 4:16). 

We need our Lord’s return to com- 
plete His first coming. Into this world’s 
hopelessness Jesus came, saying: “For 
the Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost” (Luke 19: 
10). “I am come that they might have 
life” (John 10:10). Likewise, into this 
world’s hopelessness, Jesus will come 
the second time to take His own unto 
Himself. Therefore, believers are to 
live constantly, “Looking for that 
blessed hope,” looking forward to the 
meeting with their Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

It is well to keep in mind that the 
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same word for “looking for” was used 
of Simeon “waiting for the consolation 
of Israel.” The same word is also used 
of Anna, who “spake of him to all them 
that looked for redemption in Jeru- 
salem” (Luke 2:25, 38). Believers 
should -be living in an attitude of ex- 
pectation. 

The blessed hope should result in a 
blessed life. The world needs more 
than sound doctrine; it needs to see 
sound living. There is first the negative 
aspect in Christian living, “Denying un- 
godliness and worldly lusts” (Titus 2: 
12). This is followed by the threefold 
positive aspect: “we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly.” 

This is the divine answer in connec- 
tion with the unholiness among believers 
that blights the testimony and hinders 
the cause of Christ. We should live 
soberly, as relating to our own inner 
lives; righteously, as related to others; 
and godly, as related to God. 

Regarding ourselves, it is a life of 
temperance and self-control, renounc- 
ing all ungodliness, “dead indeed unto 
sin” (Rom. 6:11). Relating to others, 
it means that the world will have “no 
evil thing to say of you” (Titus 2:8). 
Righteous in behavior—‘We should be 
to the praise of his glory” (Eph. 1: 
12). Our life Godward, as in His pres- 
ence, must be “without blame before 
him” (Eph. 1:4). Where is this life to 
be -lived? “In this present world.” 
How? “Zealous of good works.” 


w 


Bible Memory Booklets 


ACH year the Bible Success Band 

publishes a 32-page booklet con- 
taining a selection of 365 Scripture 
verses to be memorized during the 
year. The booklet for 1962 also con- 
tains a message on “Hiding God’s 
Word in Your Heart” by Norman Lewis 
of the Back to the Bible Broadcast. 
Mr. Lewis tells how he started Bible 
memorizing, and the benefits that come 
to the Christian who takes time to 
memorize God’s Word. 

The booklets make attractive gifts at 
Christmas or New Year’s for Sunday 
school classes to encourage Bible mem- 
ory work during the coming year. 

The booklets cost twenty-five cents 
each. In quantities of five or more 
copies to one address they are twenty 
cents each. It will be appreciated if 
something can be added to defray post- 
age and mailing expense. Special size 
white envelopes for sending out the 
booklets as gifts may be secured at 
one cent each. Specify the number of 
booklets and envelopes. Please send 
your order early with remittance ‘to: 
George T. B. Davis, 1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
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The Second Advent—The Crown of Life 


By the Rev. WILLIAM FITCH, Ph.D. 


unconquerable hope. The Church 

of Christ is set down on earth like 
one of those village churches in Swit- 
zerland where “the mountains look in 
at the windows.” On every hand there 
rise the summits of a glorious and lofty 
expectation. All the songs of the New 
Testament are songs of resurrection 
triumph. The saints of the. Bible walk 
as strangers and pilgrims on earth be- 
cause “their citizenship is in heaven” 
(Phil. 3:20) and because they look “for 
a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11: 
10). 


fics life of the Christian is a life of 


The Hope of the Church 

The crowning hope of the Church 
is the second advent of her Lord. 
“Surely I come quickly.” That is the 
promise of Christ to His own. To that 
sovereign word of grace and good hope 
the Church makes only one response: 
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 

Our study of the life of the Christian 
would be incomplete without some con- 
sideration of the return of the Lord. 
First we note the promise of His com- 
ing. 

“Behold, I ‘come quickly; and my 
reward is with me” (Rev. 22:12). This 
is the last word that our Lord speaks 
to His Church. Three times on the 
last page of the Bible it is repeated. 
“Behold, I come.” The Church believed 
the word, “We know that... he shall 
appear” (1 John 3:2). That is the kind 
of confidence with which John, the be- 
loved disciple, speaks. In thus testify- 
ing he speaks for the entire fellowship 
of the saints. The Church of the New 
Testament is an expectant Church. 
“For our citizenship is in heaven,” Paul 
declares, “whence also we wait for a 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 
3:20, A.S.V.). It is as simple as that. 

Our Lord Himself spoke constantly 
about His return. “I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also” (John 14:2, 
3). This was a truth that He tried 
frequently to get across to His disciples, 
though they were so slow to under- 
stand. They could not see why He 
should leave them. They wanted Him 
to stay and never depart. He had 
therefore to return to the same truth 
over and over again. “A little while, 
and ye shall not see me; and again, a 
little while, and ye shall see me, be- 
cause I go to the Father” (16:16). 

What did He mean? He is telling 
them that all the times and seasons of 
His ministry are divinely predeter- 
mined. At the end of all, He will come 
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In the concluding article of his 

series, Dr. Fitch discusses the prom- 

ise, the purpose, the triumph of 

Christ’s coming, and our walk in the 
light of it. 








again and they will see Him and re- 
joice. The first “little while” is the 
forty days after His resurrection, which 
so soon came to an end and they saw 
Him no more. The second period, also 
in our Lord’s eyes just “a little while,” 
stretches from His ascension to the 
Second Advent. 

How full the New Testament is of 
this doctrine can be seen by a simple 
test. There are twenty-seven books. 
In twenty-four of them there are spe- 
cific references to the return of the Lord. 
There are two hundred and seventy 
chapters. In no less than two hundred 
and sixteen of them the second advent 
is discussed. It has been calculated 
that there are three hundred and nine- 
teen verses in the New Testament that 
treat of the blessed hope, one verse in 
every twenty-five. Surely from this the 
emphasis is clear. 

In view of all these promises of our 
Lord’s return, is it not surprising that 
there should be some in our day who 
deny this doctrine? Yet we need not 
be astonished, for it was even so in the 
days of the apostles. Peter warns his 
hearers not to be upset by the rational- 
ists and Modernists of that day who 
were going around saying, “Where is 
the promise of his coming? for since 
the fathers fell asleep, all things con- 
tinue as they were from the beginning 
of the creation” (2 Pet. 3:4). The 
apostle calls these men “scoffers, walk- 
ing after their own lusts” (3:3). 

You and I in this hour must hold 
fast to the promise of His coming. We 
must yield not one step in our trust in 
the supernatural account of the Gospels. 
We must hold fast to our confession 
that Christ rose from the dead, as- 
cended into Heaven, and shall come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
We have the promise of His coming. 
Shall He not fulfill? 


Why Christ Must Return 


We must now go on to consider the, 


purpose of His coming. 

Why must Christ return? He tells 
us very directly. “Behold, I come 
quickly; and my reward is with me, 
to give every man according as his 
work shall be. I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end, the first and 
the last” (Rev. 22:12, 13). These words 
of our Lord give a most comprehensive 
summary of the reasons for His return. 
He was in the beginning and all things 


were made by Him. He must likewise 
be at the end and all things must be 
perfected by Him. Without Him noth- 
ing was made. Without Him nothing 
shall be climaxed. Jesus Christ must 
return in order to be made manifest 
as Lord of all. All authority and power 
in Heaven and earth have been com- 
mitted unto Him by the Father. This 
must be made evident to all the earth. 
Therefore, He must return again. When 
He does, He will be seen to be Lord 
of all. 

In declaring that He will come again, 
He employs three unique phrases. 
Each of them is expressive of a special 
ministry. Each proclaims how that 
ministry will be fulfilled. Let us look 
at them in detail. 


The Crown of History 


“I am Alpha and Omega.” That 
means that He is the sum of all revela- 
tion. He is the Word of God and the 
substance of the Gospel. In the Old 
Testament He is predicted; in the 
Gospels He is present; in the Epistles 
He preached and possessed; and in the 
Apocalypse He is pre-eminent. In the 
Old Testament He is the Christ of 
promise; in the Gospels the Christ of 
history; in the Acts and the Epistles the 
Christ of experience; and in the Reve- 
lation the Christ of glory. 

That, however, is not all. “I am the 
first and the last.” This surely means 
that He is the crown of all history. 
He initiates history; He is present at 
every point of history; He will wind 
up history. And, indeed, could you 
expect anything less of our Lord? He 
is the Saviour of the world, and being 
so, there must be a point in world 
history at which He will speak the 
final word concerning history. The 
Christian faith could never claim to 
give a complete answer to all the major 
questions of man’s heart, if it did. not 
give an answer to the ultimate question 
of human destiny and the goal of his- 
tory. God has only one word for this 
world and that word is Jesus Christ. 

Then our Lord adds, “I am the begin- 
ning and the end.” That clearly indi- 
cates that He is the Lord of all worlds. 
He is the King of glory. “The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Christ” (Rev. 
11:15). On His head are many diadems; 
at His feet are many crowns. The 
hand into which there was thrust the 
reed of the mocking soldier holds the 
scepter that rules the world. He for 
whom there was no room found in the 
inn reigns from the throne of all the 
universe. 

He is the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. This is why He returns again. 
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To Him there has been given “a name 
which is above every name” (Phil. 2: 
9). God the Father has commanded 
that “at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the 
earth; and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father” (v. 10). Will- 
ingly or unwillingly, all shall acknowl- 
edge that wondrous sovereignty of the 
Son. The coming again of Christ will 
be a vindication of the moral order of 
the universe and a revelation of God’s 
sovereign purpose in all history. 

That day must inevitably be a day of 
sorrow and fear for all who have de- 
spised the grace of God and rejected 
the Gospel. One of the greatest hymns 
of the medieval church is the Dies Irae, 
written by Thomas of Celano in 1250, 
and full of solemn cadences and earnest 
warning: 

Day of wrath, O day of mourning! 


! See fulfilled the prophet’s warning, 
Heaven and earth in ashes burning! 


O what fear man’s bosom rendeth. 
When from heaven the Judge descendeth 
On whose sentence all dependeth. 

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and 
every eye shall see him, and they which 
pierced him: and all kindreds of the 
earth shall wail because of him” (Rev. 
1:7). Dread indeed will be the lot of 
them that have despised the grace of 
Christ. “And they say to the moun- 
tains and to the rocks, Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of him that sitteth 
on the throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb: for the great day of their 
wrath is come; and who is able to 
stand?” (6:16, 17.) 

How different the lot of the righteous! 
John says, “We know that, when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is” (1 John 
3:2). Bishop Westcott relates an inci- 
dent that gives a wonderful insight into 
these amazing words. A _ missionary 
was occupied, with the assistance of a 
native teacher, in translating the first 
Epistle of John into the language of the 
people among whom he was working. 
When he came to these words, “we shall 
be like him,” the scribe laid down his 
pen and said, “No, I cannot write these 
words; it is too much; let us write, ‘we 
shall kiss His feet.’” But this is not 
too much for the love of God. It is for 
this that the Son of God is manifested. 
From the first of time He loved His 
own. He will not rest until He sees 
them perfected in His own image, like 
unto Himself. 

There is a third note in these words 
of our Lord. We see here the triumph 
of His coming. 

We look beyond the coming. “Blessed 
are they that do his commandments, 
that they may have right to the tree of 
life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the city” (Rev. 22:14). This is the 
final triumph, which the Second Ad- 
vent makes possible. The gates of 
the city of God are opened. The Tree 
of Life, which is in the midst of the 
Paradise of God, is reached. Life in 
its fullness is won. 

Is it not extraordinary that on the 


last page of the Bible, and in this last . 
word of the Lord to His Church, we 


are carried right back to the first pages 
of the Book of Genesis? Our tortuous 
human history began with a flaming 
sword barring the way to the Tree of 
Life. Here now. it ends with the 
heavenly guardians withdrawn. Access 
to the Tree of Life is granted to all 
who wash their robes in the blood of 
the Lamb. The Paradise that was lost 
is regained. Life in its fullest and 
divinest form is won. 

One could linger long thinking on 
this glorious theme. The Book of Reve- 
lation offers us a wealthy. landscape 
over which to roam. Let us note just 
a few of those passages in which John 
describes the life of the redeemed be- 
yond the Second Advent. 

“They shall see his face; and his 
name shall be in their foreheads” (22: 
4). Faith is there swallowed up in 
sight. Mystery is unveiled in glory. 
The central music of every pure experi- 
ence, which somehow had always 
evaded memory on earth, is now re- 
covered. It is a life of perfect vision. 
They “follow the Lamb whithersoever 
he goeth” (14:4). 


There are hints here of new creations 
in which the redeemed will share, new 
heavens and new earth, new- universes 
yet unborn, new heavenly inventions 
and artistries and beauties, in which 
with Christ we shall partake. “The 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are 
the temple of it. And the city had no 
need of the sun, neither of the moon, 
to shine in it: for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof” (21:22, 23). The life of the 
redeemed is a life of eternal commun- 
ion. In Immanuel’s Land, nothing can 
ever come between the Father and His 
child. They walk in the light as He is 
in the light. Here on earth our com- 
munion with the Lord is at the best 
but fitful, spasmodic, shadowy, and un- 
satisfying. But He has promised to 
bring us to the Tree of Life. We shall 
then share a fellowship which will be 
abiding. 

Endless will be our joy, unfading our 
satisfaction. “They shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more; .. . For 
the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains. of water: 


(Continued on page 943) 
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The Rapture First—1. 


By the Rev. DOUGLAS M. WHITE 
Pastor, First Baptist Church, Bassett, Va. 


In the fitst of a three-part series, Mr. 

White shows that his view of the 

rapture question is based on the Per- 
son of God. 








HE event described in the fourth 

chapter of First Thessalonians, which 
is recognized and spoken of as the 
rapture of the Church, is well desig- 
nated as such. Every believer is 
enraptured with the prospect of par- 
ticipating in such a marvelous event. 
This event is in keeping with God’s 
person, His procedure, and His purpose 
for His people in the final consumma- 
tion. The idea of the redeemed com- 
pany, which is His body, “the church 
of God, which he hath purchased with 
his own blocd,” being left upon earth 
to endure the rigors of the Great Tribu- 
lation in the day of God’s wrath, is 
certainly out of harmony with the 
majestic person of God. 

It is characteristic of God to be mer- 
ciful. “He delighteth in mercy” (Mic. 
7:18). The Prophet Micah sets forth in 
a few words what is demonstrated 
throughout the entire Bible, in one way 
or another, concerning the true charac- 
ter of God. In the day when Israel had 
been guilty of breaking the most impor- 
tant commandments in the decalogue 
(even before they could be enunciated) 
the merciful character of God was re- 
vealed and emphasized to Moses. “And 
the Lord descended in the cloud, and 
stood with him there, and proclaimed 
the name of the Lord. And the Lord 
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passed by before him, and proclaimed, 
The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and trans- 
gression and sin” (Exod. 34:5-7). . 

The great heart of God delights in 
mercy, which is basic to all His redemp- 
tive purposes and activities. Judgment, 
which is required by the justice of God, 
is exercised only as an ultimate neces- 
sity, when His mercy is spurned. It is 
something in which God finds no pleas- 
ure. “I have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked” (Ezek. 33:11). Judg- 
ment is His strange work. “Is not 
destruction to the wicked? and a 
strange punishment to the workers of 
iniquity”? (Job 31:3.) In predicting the 
much-deserved punishment of Ephraim 
because of wholesale departure from 
God and continued rebellion against 
Him, the prophet stated, “For the Lord 
shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he 
shall be wroth as in the valley of 
Gibeon, that he may do his work, his 
strange work; and bring to pass his 
act, his strange act” (Isa. 28:21). 

God’s dealings with His people in a 
corporate manner are disciplinary 
(though punitive) and not destructive. 
God brings corrective measures to bear 
upon His redeemed ones, while He 
pours out His destructive wrath upon 
the incorrigibly wicked and perverse, 
who will not yield to redemptive over- 
tures. This principle should be kept 
before our minds at all times, partic- 


(Continued on page 943) 
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‘Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

2 Tim. 3:10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner 
of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, 

11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, 
at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out 
of them all the Lord delivered me. 

12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution. 

13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived. 

14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast 
learned them; 

15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 


- 16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 





International Uniform Lesson 


GROWTH THROUGH BIBLE STUDY 
Luke 4:16-21; 24:25-27; 1 Timothy 4; 2 Timothy 1:5, 6; 3:10 to 4:5; printed 


text, 2 Timothy 3:10 to 4:5 


Golden Text.—Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against 


thee.—Psa. 119:11 


profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, aie fur- 
nished unto all good works. 

Chap. 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord 


Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his 


appearing and his kingdom; 

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to them- 
selves teachers, having itching ears; 

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables. 

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE study of God’s book, the Bible, 
"TP esos to all Christian growth, 
for the simple reason that it pro- 
vides the food by which the new spir- 
itual life can develop. 

This does not deny the fact, of course, 
that the Bible can be studied purely 
from the standpoint of the intellectual, 
apart from the spiritual. There are 
many today who examine it academi- 
cally and critically, refusing to take 
either its claims or commands seriously. 
These often “wrest ... the .. . scriptures 
unto their own destruction” (2 Pet. 3: 
16). 

The true Christian approach is al- 
together different. The child of God 
turns to the Bible as a babe turns to 
his mother’s breast, seeking nourishment 
and strength: It is his Father’s Word. 
It is as indispensable as is physical food 
to a growing youngster. Realizing that 
man cannot live by bread alone, he 
yearns “for every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). 


Verse by Verse 

2 Tim. 3:10—‘But thou hast fully 
known my doctrine, manner of life, 
purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, 
patience.” Timothy had been not only 
Paul’s son in. the. faith but also his 
associate in missionary service. He 
therefore was fully acquainted with the 
various facets of the apostle’s life—his 
teaching, conduct, aim, faith, endurance, 
love, and patience. 

Verse 11.—‘Persecutions, afflictions; 
which came upon me .. . what perse- 
cutions I endured: but out of them all 
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the Lord delivered me.” A little of this 
vicious and brutal ill-treatment had 
been shared by Timothy and others, 
though Paul himself had been the chief 
sufferer. This had descended upon him 
in various heathen cities, but in every 
storm he had experienced the deliver- 
ing power of his faithful God. 

Verse 12.—“‘Yea, and all that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per- 
secution.” Satanic attacks would not 
be peculiar to Paul alone, however. In- 
deed, everyone who desires to live a 
godly life in loyalty to Jesus Christ will 
meet with the same sinister opposition. 

Verse 13.—“But evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, 
and being deceived.” Things will not 
improve as long as the Lord is absent. 
In fact, they will continue to deterio- 
rate. Wicked men and religious im- 
postors will worsen as the age draws 
toward its close. They will not only 
succeed in deceiving others but will 
be also themselves deceived. 

Verse 14.—“But continue thou in the 
things which thou hast learned ; 
knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them.” This injunction is much like 
the one that Paul had already given 
Timothy (cf. 1 Tim. 4:16). He was to 


pursue obediently the very same truths ~- 


that he had already received, neither 
diminishing nor adding to them. These 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“It is the spirit that quickeneth; 
the flesh profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit, and they are life” (John 
6:63). 























_ unto all good works.” 


truths had come from God through the 
apostles. 

Verse 15.—“‘And that from a child 
thou hast known the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.” From his earliest child- 
hood Timothy had been familiar with 
the sacred Scriptures (cf.’ 1:5). This 
was the Old Testament, of course. 
These holy writings were able to assure 
him of salvation—a_ salvation that 
flowed from faith in Christ, the Son 
of God. 

Verse 16.—“All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness.” “All 
scripture” here. refers to the holy 
writings of the Old Testament that Paul 
has just mentioned. These are all God- 
breathed, and therefore profitable, even 
the most obscure, because they are 
clothed with divine significance. Doc- 
trine, or teaching, stands at the head 
of the list, for this sets the pattern for 
all that follows. Then comes reproof, 
or conviction. The fruit of this is the 
turning of our feet from evil, and put- 
ting them in the right path. 

Verse 17—“That the man of God 
may be perfect, throughly furnished 
The expression, 
“man of God,” describes the humble, 
spiritual Christian. The Scriptures 
command his will and make him ma- 
ture, or complete, equipped for every 
demand of life. He is fully furnished 
with spiritual intelligence for every 
good work. 

Chap. 4:1—“I charge thee therefore 
before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom.” 
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Could any charge be more solemn than 
this one? It is given in the presence 
of both God and His Son, and it. is 
based on the fact that every man, 
whether living or dead, is going to be 
arraigned before the supreme Judge, 
the Lord Jesus Himself. All accurate 
versions correct the word “at” with the 
replacement of “by,” so that the text 
reads, “by his appearing and his king- 
dom.” Christ will not only be the final 
Judge of the living and dead, but will 
be publicly manifested as earth’s King. 
Then He will establish His undisputed 
authority. 

Verse 2.—“Preach the word; be in- 
stant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine.” This urgent exhortation 
is based on the sober fact that has just 
been declared. This man of God who 
has personally experienced the vital 
and transforming power of the God- 
inspired Scriptures is now to proclaim 
them urgently. This is to be done 
regardless of whether the method may 
be conventional or unconventional. Be- 
cause the Word of God is profitable 
for reproof, he is to reprove; because 
it corrects and encourages his own life, 
he is to use it in the correcting and the 
encouraging of others. But in doing, 
harshness is to be avoided, and such 
exhortation must be based on clear in- 
struction. 

Verse 3—“For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doc- 
trine; but after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers, hav- 
ing itching ears.” The urgency of sound 
evangelism and teaching is underlined 
by the fact that men, because of their 
depraved lusts, would shortly repudiate 
it. In doing so, however, they would 
not turn to mere vacuity, becoming 
infidels. Having itching ears for a reli- 
gion that would allow them.to have 
their sins and yet leave undisturbed 
their conscience, they would engage 
many compromising and accommodating 
religious leaders. 


Verse 4.—“And they shall turn away 
from their ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables.” These 
rejecters of the truth are actually 
apostates. They have wilfully refused 
it. Though religious, they have never 
been born again. Notice further: they 
“turn” and then “are turned.” Actively 
turning from, they are then passively 
turned to. Refusing God’s truth in the 
light, they swallow the Devil’s lie in the 
dark! 

The Heart of the Lesson 

When our Lord declared to Satan that 
“man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4), He was 
referring to Himself, as well as to His 
followers. It was He who regulated 
His entire life by His Father’s word. 
Morning by morning His ear was 
opened for divine instruction, and, be- 
cause He was the dependent learner, 
He knew “how to speak a word in 
Season to him that [was] . . . weary” 
(Isa. 50:4). He was ever obedient to 
and dependent upon the Scriptures. Be- 


November 25, 1961 (Lesson for December 10) 


Last Week’s Lesson 


10. December 3.—Growth Through Wit- 
nessing. Matthew 5:13-16; Luke 
10:1-24; Acts 4:13-21 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12. December 17.—Growth Through Ad- 
oration. uke 1:26-80 











cause of this reverent familiarity, He 
could intelligently use that great Mes- 
sianic passage from Isaiah and apply 
it to Himself. (Luke 4:16-21). The same 
intelligence marked Christ’s handling of 
the Old Testament. when walking with 
those two confused travelers on the road 
to Emmaus (Luke 24: 25-27). 

The same sacred Scriptures were un- 
qualifiedly commended to Timothy. If 
he would grow spiritually, then his 
Bible must not be neglected. He had, 
in fact, learned from personal experi- 
ence that it carried divine authority, 
and the assurance of God’s salvation. 
It was indispensable for effective life 
and witness. ; 

Moreover, having ourselves experi- 
enced the power of God’s Word, we 
are to proclaim it to others. . Even 
though the age is fast concluding, and 
the masses find its sober message un- 
palatable, we are to use every God- 
given opportunity to sound out the 
word of the Lord. Like Ezekiel the 
prophet, we are to eat the Book, and 
then to speak it forth fearlessly (Ezek. 
3: 1-4). 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. The attitude of Jesus toward the 
Scriptures (Luke 4:16-21; 24:25- 
27) 

2. The attitude of Timothy toward the 
Scriptures (1 Tim. 4; 2 Tim. 1:5, 6; 
3:14, 15) 

3 The attitude of Paul toward the 
Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:10 to 4:5) 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


N THE Nazareth synagogue how did 
Jesus interpret the great Messianic 
prophecy? 

2. On the Emmaus road: where in the 
Old Testament did Jesus begin His 
Bible reading? 

3. In whom of Timothy’s ancestors 
was faith first seen? 

4. What treatment will the world 
give to the godly person? 

5. What are the holy Scriptures able 
to do for us? 

6. What are the Scriptures profitable 
unto? 

7. How do they furnish the man of 
God? 

For Discussion 


1. Discuss the difference between in- 
spiration and revelation. 

2. Suggest various practical ways in 
which the layman may obey 2 Timothy 
4:2. 

3. How may some modern religious 
“fables” be positively identified? (cf. 
1 John 4: 1-3.) 


(Answers on page 939) 





Topics for Development 

The Value of All Scripture. 
Holy Spirit through Paul states that 
“all scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable” (2 Tim. 3:16). 
The question arises as to whether this 
assertion applies to all parts of our 
English Bible. Most of us would 
readily agree that some sections of the 
Bible are more profitable than others. 
In fact, some might be inclined to rate 
the profitableness of certain areas as 
being quite questionable. 

What about those unusual biograph- 
ical sketches in such books as Judges, 
for instance? What about those long 
genealogies in Chronicles? What about 
certain paragraphs in Job and in Ec- 
clesiastes? What about. the detailed 
and minute instructions concerning Is- 


rael’s domestic and national conduct? © 


Are all these profitable for us today? 

The answer must be a definite 
affirmative. “Whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience .-and 
comfort of the scriptures might have 
hope” (Rom. 15:4). The word “what- 
soever” is very comprehensive indeed. 
There is definite profit for us in every 
part of the Old Testament providing 
we have the spiritual discernment by 
which to assess its significance. Each 
section, whether history, types, biog- 
raphy, poetry, or prophecy is. signifi- 
cant, and a mine of spiritual wealth. 
Of course, it is obvious that all this 
must be interpreted in the light of the 
New Testament revelation. The Old 
contains the shadows, while the New 
provides the substance. That which is 
enfolded in the Old is unfolded: in the 
New. In fact, it is doubtful if there is‘a 
single truth in Christianity that does not 


have its illustration in the Old Testa- 


ment. 

The Lord Jesus in opening the Scrip- 
tures on the Emmaus road began at 
Moses, and found in all of them things 
concerning Himself (Luke 24:27)... We 
can safely conclude, therefore, that 
nothing is lacking and nothing is super- 
fluous. “The law of the Lord is per- 
fect, converting the soul” (Psa. 19:7). 


Practical Applications 


It is extremely important that the 
Christian worker be able not only to 
quote the Bible accurately but also to 
apply it intelligently. Misapplied texts 
are really more dangerous than mis- 
quoted texts for the simple reason that 
the hearer may get an entirely false 
impression of the truth. Glowing Bible 
promises of assurance, peace, and bless- 
ing are being constantly misapplied 
by misinformed religionists to the 
wrong people. The spiritual property 
of the children of God does not belong 
to unreconciled sinners. And yet every 
day that which belongs exclusively to 
the Christian is being handed out to 
the ungodly. This can be extremely 
dangerous and damaging. 

That which is holy belongs to the 
holy, and not to dogs. Pearls are val- 
uable jewels, but not to swine! (Matt. 
7:6.) The unregenerate sinner has 
neither capacity nor appetite for 
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heavenly things. He is unable to ap- 
preciate spiritual realities until his 
spiritual blindness is removed and his 
eyes opened (1 Cor. 2:14). That which 
“eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,” 


belongs only to those who love God. ° 


In view of this we need increasingly 
to read our Bible, and as we do so, we 
must ask and answer such questions as: 
Exactly what is this message? Why 
was it written? To whom was it 
written? And how does it apply to- 
day? 

“A word spoken in due season, how 
good is it!” (Prov. 15:23.) But it is 
only the seasonable word for which this 
commendation is given! In view of 
this, how important that we handle 
correctly “the word of truth” (2 Tim. 
2:15, A.S.V.). 


Golden Text 

Psa. 119:11—“‘Thy word have I hid 
in mine heart, that I might not sin 
against thee.” Where is the very best 
place to carry our Bible? In the purse? 
In the pocket? No, in the heart! If 
we hide it there, it will not remain 
hidden for long, for it will soon be- 
come evident. Its presence and power 
will become apparent to all by the 
holy life that we will live. 


NorTH PALM BEACH, FLA. 

















From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HyMNS 


“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 
“More About Jesus” 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Blessed 
Lord, who hast given us Thy Word for 
our study, knowledge, and guidance, we 
thank Thee for this precious gift. Help 
us to value it highly, study it carefully, 
and obey it continually. Bless all trans- 
lators, publishers, and distributors of 
the Bible. May all people soon have 
Thy Word in their own tongue. Give 
Thy Church able teachers of the Scrip- 
tures that its truths may dwell in the 
hearts of the people, giving them light 
and putting falsehood and error to 
flight. May we do our part to give 
Thy Word to others. Forgive all our 
wanderings from Thy teachings. Keep 
us trusting and following the Lord Jesus 
and rejoicing to serve Him. Support 
the sick, the infirm, and the aged. Bless 
all who serve human need, and be the 


guide of all leaders of men that order - 


and peace may prevail, justice and 
truth flourish, and Thy people be free 
to serve Thee and give Thy Word to 
all who need it. We ask these favors 
in our Saviour’s name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Christians stop 
growing and become stunted when 
they stop feeding on God’s Word. Our 
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Golden Text today is important for 
telling us the best method and the chief 
purpose of Bible study. 

“Thy word have I hid in mine heart” 
—that is the best method of Bible 
study, hiding God’s Word in our heart. 
This means we are to meditate on it, 
not just hastily read it and get a mere 
surface impression. Jeremiah once said 
to God, “Thy words were found, and I 
did eat them” (Jer. 15:16). That is 
what we should do, not just skip over 
a Bible passage, but feed on it. We 
must read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest it. Ponder it till it really speaks 
to you and becomes hidden away, in 
your heart. There it will influence and 
guide your thoughts, aims, motives, 
words, and actions. Memorizing spe- 
cially helpful parts of the Bible is an 
excellent way of hiding it in our hearts, 
providing we lay hold of its meaning 
as well as get its wording. 

“That I might not sin against thee,” 
says the last half of the Golden Text. 
There you have the chief purpose of 
study of the Bible. We must not only 
know the contents of the Bible and 
understand them, we must apply their 
teaching to ourselves and bring our lives 
into line with that teaching. We must 
be doers of the Word, not hearers only, 
nor students only. Concern to please 
God by avoiding sin and doing right 
should be behind all our study of His 
Word. Never let a day pass without 
hiding something of God’s Word in 
your heart that you might keep from 
sinning against Him. 

Ocean Park, B. C., Can. 


\ 
vd 
L 





AyD 4 
ay ! KA 
f He} 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“But thou hast fully known my doc- 
trine” (2 Tim 3:10).—It has often been 
said that when you live with a person, 
you really get to know him. Timothy 
had lived with Paul, and had oppor- 
tunity to observe him under various 
circumstances. 
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It is not surprising to find doctrine. 


at the head of the nine things enumer- 
ated by the apostle, because everything 
else in a person’s life depends largely 
on what he has been taught, and what 
he believes. 

The knowledge of Bible doctrine—or 
teaching—should result in a correspond- 
ing manner of life. Paul’s purpose was 
summed up in the words: “For to me to 
live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). His faith 
is expressed in the statement: “I be- 


lieve God, that it shall be even as it 
was told me” (Acts 27:25). His long- 
suffering was manifested in his long, 
drawn out trials (Phil. 1: 12-14). 

His charity, or love, is revealed in 


the fact that he said: “And I will very 


gladly spend and he spent for you; 
though the more abundantly I love you, 
the less I be loved” (2 Cor. 12:15). 

For a revelation of his patience, per- 
secutions, and afflictions, one should 
read 2 Corinthians 11:23; 12:10. The 
apostle considered it a Heaven-con- 
ferred privilege to suffer for the sake 
of the Lord Jesus (Phil. 1:29). 

“But evil men and seducers shall waz 
worse and worse” (2 Tim. 3:13).—Until 
lately this bit of prophecy was con- 
sidered false by the educational, scien- 
tific, and religious world. The world’s 
philosophy was summed up in this trite 
Saying: Every day, in every way, men 
are getting better and better. 

With two world wars in one genera- 
tion, and the development of such 
characters as Hitler, Tojo, and Stalin, 
and with Soviet Premier Khrushchev 
now saying his scientists are capable of 
producing an H-bomb scaled up to one 
hundred million tons of TNT, the world’s 
philosophers and scientists are willing 
to admit the Bible prophecy is true. | 

“All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God” (2 Tim. 3:16).—In other words, 
it is all God-breathed. Some persons 
might like to inquire, What about the 
American Revised Version of this pas- 
sage? I should like to pass on the 
answer given by F. B. Hole in Edifica- 
tion, a paper now out of print. He 
wrote: “In the original according to 
Greek idiom, the verb ‘is’ does not 
appear, being understood though not 
expressed. In English it must appear 
and the question is as to where it 
should be. 

“Remarkably enough there are eight 
other passages in the New Testament 
of exactly similar construction and 
every one of them but this, the revisers 
translated just as the Authorized has 
translated this. Why make an excep- 
tion in this case? 

“Hebrews 4:13 is one of the eight 
passages. Had the revisers followed 
their rendering of 2 Timothy 3:16, they 
would have made it: ‘All things that 
are naked are also opened unto the 
eyes of Him with whom we have to do,’ 
which simply reduces the solemn state- 
ment to a trivial absurdity; hardly more 
so, however, than the rendering they 
have given us of this passage.” 

“All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness.” Therefore, read 
it, meditate upon it, study it, and mem- 
orize some of it. 

It is the sole and sufficient guide in 
all things spiritual and eternal. Study 
it by books, by chapters, by verses, by 
subjects, by dispensations, if you wish 
to be “complete and. proficient, well- 
fitted and thoroughly equipped for 
every good work” (v. 17, Amp. N.T.). 

“I charge thee therefore ... Preach the 
word” (2 Tim. 4:1, 2).—What a solemn, 
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but necessary charge! The Church and 
the world need the Holy Scriptures; 
yet so few ministers, comparatively 
speaking, preach it! 

I have heard it said that Henry More- 
house was so generous with the Word 
in all of his messages, that someone 
asked him if he did not fear running 
out of verses. He replied, “Not as 
long as I have a Bible!” We wish 
every preacher would take the “charge” 
seriously. 

“For the time will come when they 
will not endure sound doctrine” (2 Tim. 
4:3) —In many places that time has 
come. Numbers of ministers have been 
discharged because they preached 
sound doctrine. But whether the peo- 
ple “hear” or “forbear” (Ezek. 2:5), 
the Word should be preached. 


Wawona, CALIF. 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we learn the first half 

of the answer to a most important 
question: “How. should we live the 
Christian life?” Answer: “As ye have 
therefore received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk ye in him.” (Col. 2:6). 

Some people think that the Christian 
life consists of sitting around, trying to 
be good. That thought did not come 
from God’s Word. In the Bible, the 
Christian life is always spoken of as 
Something active: “a walk,” “a race,” 
“a fight.” 

We are to go on in the Christian life 
as we began. We began it when we 
by faith received Christ as Saviour. 
Now we are to go on by faith. Faith 
grows through reading and studying 
the Bible. 

Read 2 Timothy 3:10-17. Here we 
are reminded that the Holy Scriptures 
are able to make us wise unto salvation. 
Then, after we are saved, the Bible is 
profitable to us for the things named 
here. The first is doctrine. Doctrine 
is the body of Christian truth revealed 
in the Bible. Every Christian should 
be well-grounded in what the Bible 
teaches. The Scripture Catechism cards 
we memorize help us learn Bible doc- 
trines. Not long ago, a college girl, 
formerly in this class, was saying what 
a help it had been to her to learn both 
the questions and the Bible answers on 
the thirty Scripture Catechism cards. 
She says this has given her a priceless 
background of Bible truth. 

We need to memorize verses that will 
fix in our minds Bible truths in Bible 
words. This helps us to know what we 
believe, and to keep the form of sound 
words. We also need to study the 
Bible. For instance, we can read a 
Bible book several times, slowly and 
thoughtfully, praying that we may 





understand it and profit by it. Or we 
can follow some subject like “Justifica- 
tion” from the first time it is mentioned 
in the Bible till the last time. A con- 
cordance or a subject index like that in 
the Scofield Reference Bible help in 
this. 

The Word of God is profitable for 
reproof and correction. As we read ts 
teaching about how we should live, we 
are often reproved. Perhaps we are 
reading, “Be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted” (Eph. 4:32), and sud- 
denly realize that we are not tender- 
hearted. Then we think of our loving 
Saviour and pray that His love will 
melt our hard hearts into tenderness. 

As we study the lives of different 
Bible characters, we get instruction in 
righteousness. Many times we learn 
from them how we as God’s people 
should or should not act. 

Now read 2 Timothy 4:1-4. Here the 
Apostle Paul warns Timothy that the 
time will come when people will not 
endure sound doctrine, but will want 
to follow their own lusts. Instead of 
listening to Bible teachers, they will 
then get other teachers who will turn 
them from the truth to fables. This 
is actually happening today, so it is 
most important that we who are saved 
study our Bibles to know the truth, 
and not be turned aside by the Devil’s 
lies. 

Now we will try a short Bible study 
to see what we can learn in a few 
minutes about the doctrine of God. 
We will divide into three groups: One 
will read the first chapter of Romans, 
another the second chapter, and the 
other the third. As you read these 
verses together, one member of each 
group can copy out every phrase that 
tells something about God, such as “the 
righteousness of God,” or “the goodness 
of God.” As soon as we have finished, 
we will put our reports together and 
summarize them. 

These three chapters teach the wrath 
of God against sin; His power, truth, 
goodness, forbearance, longsuffering, 
righteousness, and glory. They also 
teach that He will judge all men right- 
eously, but that sometimes He allows 
people to go on with their sins till the 
day of judgment, if they will not re- 
pent. All the world is guilty before 
God, but it is possible for a person 
to be justified before God. How much 
there is in even such a brief study as 
this! 

Some years ago a poor man picked 
up a stone from a brook in North 
Carolina, and took it home to hold his 
door open. Later on, a geologist stop- 
ping by, saw the lump at his door, and 
recognized it as gold. It proved to be 
the biggest lump of gold ever found 
east of the Rockies! The man who 
found it have lived just as poorly after 
he found it as before. 

You and I have a great treasure in our 
homes, our precious Bibles. Do we live 
as if we did not own them? Or are 
we studying them and finding out how 
rich we really are, in the kind of riches 
that will last for all eternity? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





November 25, 1961 (Lesson for December 10) 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 937) 

1. He applied it to Himself and His 
mission. 

2. At Moses. 

3. His grandmother, Lois. 

4. Persecution. 

5. To make us wise unto salvation. 

6. Doctrine, reproof, correction, and 
instruction in righteousness. 

7. They equip him thoroughly unto 
all good works. 

NortH PaLM BEACH, FLA. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Learning From the Bible 
(Luke 4:16-19) 

ID you share the story of God’s 
love with anyone this week? Tell 
us about it. Do you know how the 
Lord Jesus tried to tell the people in 
His own home town about God’s love? 
He had been telling people in other 
places, and now for the first time He 
came back home. Luke tells us the 
story. Find it in Luke 4. Watch the 
Lord Jesus in verse 16. What day is 
it? Where does He go? Did He always 
do that? When He was a boy living 
at home? When He was a grown-up 
man working in the carpenter shop? 
Now He is a teacher, and today He is 
invited to lead the meeting! When it 
comes time to read the Scripture les- 
son, what Bible book is passed to Him? 
“Esaias” means “Isaiah.” Can you find 
it in your Bible? Now He begins to 
read—something about Himself in the 

Old Testament. (Read vv. 18, 19.) 

When did the Spirit of the Lord 
come upon Him? (Matt. 3:16, 17.) What 
six things did God send Him to do? 
(List them on the blackboard or. on a 
chart.) What good news did He have 
for the poor? God loved them and had 
a place for them! Those who were bet- 
ter off might despise them, but God 
had chosen them for His glorious King- 
dom! (John 3:16; Jas. 2:5; 1 Cor. 1: 
26.) The discouraged! What can the 
Lord do for their broken hearts? (John 
16:33; Rom. 8:35, 37-39.) The slaves, 
doing hard work for their masters, or 
prisoners chained in dark dungeons, 
does the Lord have a message for 
them? To be set free! What a thrill 
that would be! Not only the slaves and 
prisoners of men, but the slaves and 
prisoners of sin! Many of the first 
Christians in cities were slaves. Pa- 
tience, patience, till they got their re- 
ward (1 Cor. 7:22a; Col. 3:22a, 24). The 
blind—how they wanted to see! The 
Lord can cure not only blind eyes but 
blind hearts like Zacchaeus (Luke 
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The view from Mount Sinai 
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“The words 
from Sinai 
must be under- 
stood in the 
light of the One 
greater than 
Moses who has 
given us a new 
covenant ines- 
timably better 
than the old,’’ urges James Bur- 
ton Coffman in this perceptive 
study. For the contemporary 
layman and student, the author 
provides a summit experience 
of singular beauty and edifica- 
tion — an illuminating evalua- 
tion of basic Christian precepts. 
$2.50 
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19:1-10). The persecuted, the abused, 
the mistreated! Does He have a message 
for them? (Matt. 5:10-12; Jas. 5:7a, 
8, 10, 11.) What is the year that the 
Lord will receive people? This year, 
now, 1961! (2 Cor. 6:2.) 

Where in Isaiah did the Lord find 
all this about Himself? (Isa. 61:1, 2a; 
42:7.) How do you suppose He knew 
it was there, and that it meant Him? 
(He read and learned the Bible from 
boyhood. The Holy Spirit, as He read 
or thought, helped Him to understand 
what it meant and how it applied to 
Himself.) 

What is here for us if we are going 
to grow as Christians? (Have prepared 
a large five-pointed star. In each point 
draw or paste a picture to represent 
each point of the application. 1.A 
church or a. Sunday school class.) How 
often should we be in church and Sun- 
day school to read and study and think 
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about the Bible? How many have had 
perfect attendance this quarter? (Paste 
colored stars around the design for 
pupils with perfect attendance.) What 
have you learned from the Bible this 
quarter? (2. Open Bible.) Should we 
read the Bible ourselves at home? 
What regular way do you have of doing 
it? (3. Bird to suggest the Holy Spirit 
as He descended to Christ.) Should we 
ask the Holy Spirit to help us under- 
stand what the Bible means, and how 
it fits us? (4. Heart.) Should we 
memorize the Bible? “Thy word have 
I hid in mine heart, that I might not 
sin against thee” (Psa. 119:11, Memory 
Verse). Each one of you may give a 
verse you have learned this quarter. 
(5. Lips.) Should we tell someone else 
what we learn from the Bible? 


CHARLESTON, MAINE. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Bules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 


the Editors, The Sunday School es, 325 


N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1962 
vw? be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Stopping a Feud.—Thy word have 

I hid in mine heart that I might not 
sin against thee (Psa. 119:11, Golden 
Text). Down in the mountains in the 
South, a missionary of the American 
Sunday School Union was jogging along 
in a rickety old wagon, and by his side 
sat a mountain boy driver. The mis- 
sionary was drawing the boy out and 
asked him among other things what 
he was doing with the money he was 
making hauling the mail. The boy 
said, “I’m going to buy a rifle.” “Oh,” 
the man asked, “what do you want 
with a rifle?” He said, “I’m going to 
kill Mel Jelvington. He killed my 
father and I am going to kill him. 
And if he gets away, I’m going to kill 
his eldest son, and if he gets away, 
I’m going to kill the next one.” There 
was the light of a consuming hatred 
and vindictiveness in the lad’s eyes. 
The missionary said, “You do not want 
to do a thing like that, you’ll get in 
trouble with the law, and you'll have 
to run away. You’re certain to be 
arrested sooner or later. Then you 
will be sent to prison and you might 
hang for it. Do you know what the 
Bible says about murder?” The lad 


turned to him and said, “We ain’t got . 


no Bible at our house.” The mission- 
ary said, “Well, you are going to have 
one from now on.” He gave him a 
Bible and made him promise that he 
would read it. In six months he was 
converted and before another six 
months had passed, he had led his 
mother to Jesus Christ. The whole 
family was transformed—From Dr. 
Paul Rees. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 





Jim Elliot’s Five “Be’s”—But con- — 
tinue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned and hast been assured of 
(2 Tim. 3:14). In his Junior year of 
college, Jim Elliot addressed his fellow 
students on what he wished someone 
had told him as a Freshman. His mes- 
sage had to do with full obedience to 
God. He pointed out that beyond “be- 
lieving” and “behaving” there is also 
“being”—being what God would have 
us be.. From. the Word Jim Elliot ex- 
horted his fellow: students: “Be not 
ignorant.” “Be not deceived.” “Be 
sober.” “Be vigilant.” “Be mindful of 
the Word.”—From Senior Bible Teacher, 
Union Gospel Press. Sent by Mrs, 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Doing Instead of Talking.—But watch 
thou in all things, endure afflictions, 
do the work of an evangelist, make full 
proof of thy ministry (2 Tim. 4:5). 
Specialization is not the answer. Years 
ago in one of our midwest cities a 
healthy specimen of muscular Chris- 
tianity decided to hold a street meeting. 
He climbed on a box and started 
preaching. Men coming home from 
work with dinner pails in hand began 
to congregate to listen to him. Soon 
the crowd became so large that the 
police told him he would have to move 
somewhere else. “Well,” he said, 
“there’s an auditorium down the street 
where they’re holding a church con- 
vention, but right now meetings are 
not going on, so let’s all go down there.” 
So down the street he went, with the 
crowd, dinner buckets and all. They 
filled the auditorium and had a glorious 
service. Many were won to Jesus 
Christ. Then he said, “We’ve got to 
get out of here, because they’re having 
a convention on how to reach the 
masses.” Do you know who he was? 
D. L. Moody. While others were meet- 
ing studying how to do it, he was 
doing it—From Vance Havner in Deci- 
sion. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. Prize illustration. 


Crimson Thread of Redemption.— 
The holy scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 
3:15). The Bible did not come to us 
as a book of drama or as a treatise on 
science. It was not provided in order 
to supply us with an authentic record 
of the birth of nations. God gave this 
written revelation for one purpose only. 
This purpose is interwoven into all its 
drama, its science, its poetry and its 
history. This design is none other than 
the salvation of mankind from sin 
through faith in the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This is the scarlet thread 
that binds sixty-six volumes into the 
Book. Take it away and the Bible is 
without theme or purpose. Cut this 
crimson thread of redemption and its 
pages will fall apart. Look at the Bible 
from any angle and you will see Christ 
in it. Put its pages under the micro- 
scope of faith and you will see, the 
watermark of He who came to save His 
people from their sin—From The Pro- 
phetic News. Sent by J. A. Clark, Rhos- 
on-Sea, Colwyn Bay, N. Wales, Eng. 
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Three Minutes To Live.—That the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works (2 Tim. 
3:17). Bishop J. Taylor Smith went 
home to be with the Lord while en route 
from Australia to his home in England, 
after having served in the D. L. Moody 
Centenary Celebrations. The Bishop 
had been retired from active service in 
his own church and from the British 
Army, in which during World War II he 
was Chaplain-General. But he was not 
a “retired” Christian. Often we have 
seen him with some reporter who had 
sought him for an interview, adroitly 
turn the conversation until he was in- 
terviewing the reporter about his need 
for Christ! As Chaplain-General, the 
Bishop had occasion to interview many 
candidates for the office of chaplain, 
and it is said that there was one final 
test the Bishop used. He would take 
his watch in his hand and say, “I am a 
dying soldier. I have just three 
minutes to live. I want you to tell me 
how I must be saved.” That might be 
a good test for ordination. There are, 
alas, too many in the pulpit who in a 
forty-minute sermon cannot tell the 
way of salvation—From The Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY 








A Youth. Measures Up 
(Sunday, December 10; 2 Tim. 3:10-17) 


IHE second of the three young peo- 


ple that we are to consider in this 


present series is Timothy, a companion 
to Paul on a number of missionary 
journeys. Timothy was the son of a 
pagan father, but his mother and grand- 
mother were devout Jewesses. It is 
believed that they lived in Lystra, and 
that they became Christians during 
Paul’s first visit to Asia Minor, with 
Barnabas (Acts 14). 

It was from his mother and grand- 
mother that Timothy first learned the 
principles of faith in God (2 Tim. 1:5) 
and was taught the Scriptures (2 Tim. 
3:15). However, it would also appear 
that it was Paul who brought Timothy 
into a saving knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, for he speaks of-him as 
“my own son in the faith” (1 Tim. 1:2), 
and as “my dearly beloved son”. (2 Tim. 
1:2). 

When Paul again visited Asia Minor, 
this time with Silas, some five years 
later, Timothy showed such marked 
development and gave promise of such 
a devoted Christian life that Paul took 
the young man with him (Acts 16) in 
place of John Mark, who had turned 
back on the first missionary journey. 


By JOHN W. LANE, Jr. 


From that time on, Timothy was 
closely associated with Paul and en- 
joyed the training and guidance and 
counsel of the great apostle to the 
Gentiles. He became an ordained min- 
ister of Christ, for Paul mentions the 
“laying on of the hands of the pres- 
bytery” (1 Tim. 4:14), an action similar. - 
to that under which Paul was sent 
forth as a missionary (Acts 13:3). In 
six of Paul’s Epistles, Timothy’s name 
is joined with Paul’s in the opening 
salutation. He was with Paul in his 
journey through Macedonia, at Corinth, 
at Ephesus, again at Corinth, and on 
the journey from Corinth back to Asia: 
Hé was with Paul during his first im- 
prisonment at Rome (Col. 1:1; Philem. 
1; Phil. 1:1). Later, after Paul was 
released for a time, he left Timothy in 
charge of the church at Ephesus (1 Tim. 
1:3). 

These meager facts throw little direct 
light on Timothy’s personal life, but 
indirectly, from Paul’s letters to Tim- 
othy, we may see that he indeed 
measured up to all that Paul had 
expected of him. The two letters that 
we have in our New Testament are full 
of counsel and admonitions and exhor- 
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tations, but there is not one word of 
censure. Paul did not hestitate to men- 
tion the failures and instability of 
others who were associated with him 
in the ministry,.but not once does he 
rebuke or chide Timothy. 

A brief allusion in Hebrews 13:23 
indicates that Timothy suffered im- 
prisonment, and two early Christian 
writers, Nicephorus and Baronius re- 
cord that Timothy died by martyrdom, 
thus carrying out Paul’s admonition to 
him to “endure hardness, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 2:3). 

It should not be overlooked in this 
brief study of Timothy that it is in the 
second of Paul’s letters to him that we 
have one of the great Bible statements 
on the inspiration of the Scriptures 
(2 Tim. 3:16). It is included in the 
portion assigned for this week’s topic, 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS YOU 


TO KNOW that it is one of the chief projects of 
that old deluder, Satan, to keep Negroes from a 
knowledge of salvation. 


TO THANK God for the fact that what is done 
for the Gospel of Christ among Negroes hinders 
Communism, even on the mission field. * 


TO REALIZE that our faculty and workers long 
to be your Gospel laborers in this very fruitful field. 


TO ENCOURAGE this work of God in our Day 
School, Night School and Bible lessons to Africa. 
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The Pilgrim Bible 
with Concordance 


123x French Morocco, half circuit, red 
under gold edges. $17.00 


127x Cape Levant Morocco, limp, gold 
edges. Black, Blue or Red. $20.00 


Each contains Dictionary of Scripture 
Proper Names, Subject Index and all 
the many Pilgrim Bible features; round 
corners, simulated leather lining, Oxford 
India paper, 5%x7%x1%,_". 


SHERWOOD E. WIRT, Pastor, Hillside Pres- 
byterian Church, Oakland, California, 
says: “The Pilgrim Bible meets the 
need for a simple working instrument 
that would clarify the text for the aver- 
age layman...We thank God for it.” 


-JAMES W. MERCER, D.D., calls it “the best 
Bible in print.” 
The Pilgrim Bible 
explains God’s Word 
while you read. All 
noted helps, etc., are 
denge me with ut- 
ost simplicity and 
appear on the same 
page with the verse 
to which they refer. 
Dr. E. Schyler Eng- 
lish and 37 contrib- 
utors produced this 
annotated edition of 
the AuTHORIZED KING 
JAMES VERSION. In 
various bindings 
from $5.75 at your 


Pa 2 bookseller. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
16-00 Pollitt Drive. Fair Lawn, N. J. 
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for this Sunday is widely observed as 
Universal Bible Sunday. 

We have today not only the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures that Timothy knew 
as a child, and that contributed so 
much to his growth in grace, under the 
teaching of his mother and _ grand- 
mother, but we have the complete 
Bible, some parts of which Timothy 
doubtless never saw. Note especially 
that these Scriptures are “God 
breathed,” God the Holy Spirit being 
the writer who used holy men of old 
to write them down for us (2 Pet. 1: 


19-21). 
are able to make men wise unto salva- 
tion, that they are valuable for teach- 
ing, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, so that be- 
lievers may be complete and perfected 
unto all good works. 

Are you using these Scriptures daily 
toward these ends? Are you measur- 
ing up? 
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Except as noted, these books may be ordered through the Times Book 


Service, 18th and Arch Sts., 


Philadelphia 3. 


With each order of less than 


$3, please include 15 cents additional; and with each order of $3 or over, 
please include 5 per cent additional for postage and handling. costs. 


Man’s Peace God’s Glory. By Eric 
S. Fife. (Inter-Varsity Press, Chicago 
10; $1.95, paper; $3.50, cloth.) The 
author, who has had a large and effec- 
tive ministry at church missionary con- 
ferences and among students at secular 
and Christian colleges, has combined 
in this book his view of the Biblical 
basis of missions together with practical 
considerations about the effect of this 
view on individuals and churches. The 
result is a readable, practical, and devo- 
tional treatment that should be a help 
to everyone, from the youngest Chris- 
tian to the veteran missionary. 

The Rev. Mr. Fife, now serving as 
Missionary Director of Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, served for a time 
with the North Africa Mission as depu- 
tation secretary. Prior to that he was 
a pastor in England. He saw service 
with the Royal Air Force in North 
Africa during World War II. 

Drawing upon his experiences then, 
and since coming to the United States, 
he provides a warm yet striking ap- 
proach to missions. In the early part 
of the book he makes it clear that 
“the real concern of God is to reveal 
himself to the world, to reveal His 
glory in the world.” As a result, “We 
need a sense of awe that an almighty 
God should stoop to use us in His 
service to be fellow laborers with 
Him.” 

Succeeding chapters deal with the mis- 
sionary aspects of the Old Testament, 
the Gospels, and the Book of Acts. 
Under motivation for missionary serv- 
ice he lists: love for man, obedience, 
concern for God’s glory, fear of God, 


love of God, and love of Christ’s ap-— 


pearing. 

There also are helpful chapters on 
missions and prayer, missions and 
money, and missionary qualifications. 

This is up-to-date thinking on mis- 
sions, with an attempt to encourage the 
reader to study the Bible for himself, 
to present the need for world evange- 
lism and the responsibility of each 
Christian for this task, and to offer 
devotional truths with personal appli- 


cation. The author succeeds in each 
area.—James W. Reapsome. 


We Believe. A Study of the Apostles’ 
Creed. By Henry Wade Du Bose. 
(John Knox Press, Richmond 9, Va., 
$1.25, paper.) Here is a very lucid and 
succinct analysis of the great founda- 
tional truths of the Christian religion. 
Best of all, the authority of the written 
Word is honored in positive and heart- 
warming fashion. Having made a con- 
vincing case for the indispensability of 
right belief in the shaping of character, 
the author of this readable little volume 
leaves little to be desired in his defini- 
tive exposition of this much-used creed. 

There may be, however, some dissat- 
isfaction with the indecisive treatment 
of the difficult clause, “He descended 
into hell.” This reviewer also feels that 
the chapter dealing with the person 
and work of the Holy Spirit is not 
quite adequate. The book as a whole 
is excellent and most helpful. Its value 
is enhanced by a number of provocative 
questions and practical suggestions for 
group discussion that are included at 
the close of each chapter.—Luther P. 
Fincke. 


Valiant for the Truth. Compiled and 
edited by David Otis Fuller, D. D. (Mc- 
Graw-Hill Book Co. New York 36; 
$7.95.) “The reading and meditation of 
Holy Scripture are the causes of the 
Christian life, and the foundations of 
our religion” (Savonarola). “Too fre- 
quent society with persons merely civil 
and moral, whose conversation is empty 
and unedifying, may much divert our 
thoughts from Heaven” (Richard Bax- 
ter). “It was truly said by the great 
Basil that fortune and chance are words 
of the heathen, implying ideas which 
should have no place in the minds of 
the godly” (Calvin). These are but 
small samples lifted from the thirty- 
eight profound dissertations extracted 
from the writings of defenders of the 
Faith from the Apostle Paul to Dr. J. 


Gresham Machen. 


In “The Epistle to Diognetus” there is 
a strong defense of the Christian faith, 
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including a clever argument against 
idols. Calvin speaks for himself on 
predestination and the providence of 
God. Zwingli writes of the power of 
the Word. Baxter tells “How To Lead 
a Heavenly Life Upon Earth.” White- 
field recounts his conversion, and As- 
bury and Brainerd, in diary form, 
review their prodigious labors and 
prayers for the sake of the Gospel. 
Augustine argues acutely on law, grace, 
and free will. Other spiritual giants 
represented in this collection are such 
men as Wycliffe, Huss, Luther, Knox, 
Bunyan, Spurgeon, and Moody. 

A valuable feature of this volume is 
the introductions to the selections by 
Henry W..Coray. These give the dateg 
and main facts of the life of each writer. 

Dr. Fuller himself, pastor of the 
Wealthy Street Baptist Church, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., is well known as a de- 
fender of the Faith. His selections 
from the writings of brave leaders 
down through twenty centuries will stir 
the courage and strengthen the faith 
of Christian workers: today.—Philip E. 
Howard, Jr. 


The Rapture First 
(Continued from page 935) 


ularly when we consider God’s dealings 
with His people in the consummation 
of this age of revealed grace. 

The communication of God with man 











is His chief objective. Forgiveness, 
which brings restoration and commun- 
ion, stems from the merciful character 
of God. It can only be communicated 
to sinful humanity by the grace of 
God. “The grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared” and is medi- 
ated to us through the Lord Jesus 
Christ “who gave himself for us” (Titus 
2:11, 14). “The goodness of God lead- 
eth thee to repentance” (Rom. 2:4). 
The goodness of God, revealed in His 
merciful character, prompted Him to 
pour out the last drop of His wrath 
toward human sin upon His own Son. 
This was the way He could satisfy His 
justice (required by His holiness) and 
provide redemption for unregenerate 
men. His righteousness and justice be- 
ing thus fully satisfied, He could extend 
His mercy to all mankind,. indiscrimi- 
nately, on the basis of repentance and 
faith. 

It seems inconceivable that those who 
have been redeemed at such infinite 
cost, and by such measures, should for 
a moment be required to suffer as those 
who, because of unrelenting wickedness 
and rejection, must necessarily be the 
recipients of the final wrath of God. 

Surely, for the redeemed of God to be 
present when “the wrath of God :.. is 
poured out without mixture [undiluted 
with mercy] into the cup of his indig- 
nation” (Rev. 14:10), would be out of 
keeping with His character. 

(To be continued) 


The Second Advent . 
(Continued from page 935) 


and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes” (7:16, 17). Could anything 
be more wonderful, more alluring, more 


divine? This is the life of Jerusalem 
the golden. This is the very life of 
God Himself. 


One final point. Our Lord shows us 
in these wonderful verses what should 
be the pattern of our walk in the light 
of His coming. 

“Blessed are they that do his com- 
mandments” (22:14). The American 
Standard Version reads: “Blessed are 
they that wash their robes, that they 
may have the right to come to the tree 
of life.” There is little doubt that the 
reading of the A.S.V. is the correct 
one. The weight of manuscript author- 
ity is greatly in favor of it. It is fully 
in accord with the major emphases of 
the Revelation. John always stresses 
the need for cleansing and purity of 
heart if we are ever to enter into the 
holy city. Yet, while that is un- 
doubtedly so, it is none the less true 
that the pure in heart are they who 
do the Lord’s commandments. The re- 
deemed of the Lord rejoice to fulfill 
the law of their Lord. It is this that 
our Lord summons us to do. 

You and I do not know when He will 
come. Our Lord has told us, “But of 
that day and that hour knoweth no 
man, no, not the angels which are in 
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heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father” (Mark 13:32). He has, how- 
ever, left us with a work to do. He 
has given us talents and has said, “Oc- 
cupy till I come” (Luke 19:13). When 
He will come, we cannot say. What 
He tells us is, “Behold, I come quickly.” 
He has left us here as His representa- 
tives. What should our walk be against 
the day when He will return? 

In one of the paraphrases of the third 
chapter of John’s first epistle we have 
a very clear outline of our Christian 
duty. The paraphrase begins with the 
familiar verse: 

Behold, what love, what boundless love, 

The Father hath bestowed 
On sinners lost, that we should be 
Now called the sons of . 
That is, as we have seen all through 
these studies, the foundation of every- 
thing. Through the mercy of God we 
are brought into the household of faith. 
No longer far from Him, but now 
By precious blood made nigh; 
Accepted in the well-beloved, 
Near to God’s heart we lie. 
This is the glory of the work of grace. 
Yet even greater things are before us. 
What we in glory soon shall be 
It doth not yet appear; 


But when our precious Lord we see, 
We shall His image bear. 


With such a blessed hope in view, 
We would more holy be, 
More like our risen, glorious Lord, 
Whose face we soon shall see. 
These last four lines indicate very 
clearly the walk our Lord expects of 
us. “We would more holy be.” A life 
of holiness is the only true preparation 
for glory. 

What shall we do in the light of His 
coming? We will set ourselves to seek 
after sanctification and victory in our 
spiritual life. 
of God. We will live as strangers and 
pilgrims here, knowing that this world 
is not our home, that we are just 
a-passing through. 


Condensed by kind permission of author and 
so Wend "Enter Into a a: copyright, 1961 


Co., Gran d 
Rapids 3, Mich. 
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Bible Readings on the International 
the International 
sson Committee. 


December 4 to 10 
Mon.—Luke 4:16-21. 


Daily 
Lessons, issued 
Sunday School 


Reading the Word. 


“As his custom was.” This phrase 
shows us that the Lord Jesus was in 
the habit of worshiping in the house 
of God on the Sabbath, and sets us an 
example for the Lord’s Day. When He 
received the Book of Isaiah, which was 
really a scroll, He read most of verses 
1 and 2 of chapter 61, a prophecy of 
Himself. Six things that He came to 
do are mentioned, and He purposely 
stopped short of the seventh, since this 
is the age of grace. The concluding 
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verse (Luke 4:21) ties Old and New 
Testaments together and puts Christ’s 
stamp of approval on Isaiah. 


Tues.—Luke 24:13-27. 
Interpreting the Scripture. 
One of the specially beautiful New 
Testament passages is found here. See 
the tactfulness and gentleness with 
which the Lord Jesus introduced the 
fact of His resurrection, and then gave 
these. two disciples a wonderful Bible 
study through the Old Testament con- 
cerning Himself. Just think what it 
would mean to hear, from His own 
lips, this divine exposition of the Scrip- 
tures! We cannot hear His voice or 
see Him now, in the body, but a great 
day is coming when “we shall see him 
as he is” (1 John 3:2), Also, we have 
the Holy Spirit to teach us the mean- 
ing of the Word: “Howbeit when he, 
the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth: for he shall 
not speak of himself; but whatsoever 
he shall hear, that shall he speak: and 
will shew you things to come” (John 
16: 13). 


Wed.—1 Timothy 4:11-16. 
Reading in Public. 
No young person can keep older peo- 
ple from despising his youth by de- 
manding respect. He can do it only 
by acting in a humble, respectful, and 
sensible way, and by showing the six- 
fold example that Paul here sets before 
Timothy. He was also to read the 
Scriptures publicly, exhorting and 
teaching doctrine from them; and he 
was to meditate in them continually 
himself. He was to be like the right- 
eous man of Psalm 1 (and so are we), 
of whom it was said, “And in his law 
doth he meditate day and night.” This 
thought of giving attention to our own 
spiritual lives first occurs often in 
Scripture, one of the earliest commands 
to “take heed” to ourselves being in 
Exodus 34:12. This is very important 
for every Christian. 


Thurs.—John 5:37-47. 
The Scriptures Bear Witness. 
As Christ is the door into eternal 
life, so He is also the door to a clear 
understanding of the Scriptures. The 
Jews were right in believing that in 
the Scriptures they would find eternal 
life, that is, the way to it; but they 
missed it because they would not re- 
ceive Christ as Messiah and Saviour. 
The Word points to Him from begin- 
ning to end, and its message to us is 
well-nigh useless unless it leads us to 
faith in Him. Christ’s reference to 
Moses shows again how closely linked 
are the Old and New Testaments. One 
of the best ways to get to know the 
Bible is to compare Scripture with 
Scripture. 


Fri—2 Timothy 3:10-17. 
Learning During Childhood. 
Doctrine was the root of Paul’s Chris- 
tian life and service, and it bore fruit 
in the seven other things he mentions 
here. It had been a great experience 
for Timothy to be with him and under 
his teaching; and back of that was the 
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early Christian training given Timothy 
by his mother and grandmother (2 Tim ~ 
1:5). Those of us who are parents 
should see to it that our children learn 
to know the Scriptures in their earlie 
days. Only thus can they become men: 
and women strong in faith, prepare; 
to found Christian homes of their own, 
Verse 16 is one of the great “three 
sixteens” of the Bible, for it sets fort 
so clearly the inspiration of the Bible 
(Two others are Mal. 3:16 and Joh 
3:16). 


Sat.—Acts 17:10-15. : 
Examining the Scriptures D y- 
Twice Paul was sent away from citie 
where there was violent oppositic 
against him, showing that there 
times when God wants us to avoid 
danger. We also see here the paralle 
working of God and the Devil ( 
typical of this world): God, in th 
hearts of the Bereans, who “search 
the scriptures daily”; and the Devil, 
the Thessalonian Jews, who went 
Berea just to stir up trouble. 
missionaries are familiar with this kir 
of opposition on home and fo 
fields today. It would be well for 
if we would follow the example of th 
Bereans and do these three things? 
(1) receive the Word with readiness of 
mind; (2) search it daily; (3) test all 
teaching by it. 


Sun.—Psalm 119:105-112. ig 
Our Heritage and J 
This is the longest chapter in 
Bible, and the Psalm in which all b 
five verses speak of the Word of God, 
in some form. Nine words are 
to indicate it, such as “testimonies,” 
“precepts,” “statutes.” Jonathan : 
wards said, “I know of no part of 
Holy Scripture in which the nature af 
evidence of true godliness are delif 
eated with so much clearness as in th 
119th Psalm.” If it really is for us # 
lamp of our feet and light on. ow 
path, we shall always have enough 
light for the next step in life. Her 
the Psalmist says that, in spite of afflic. 
tion and danger, he did not get a 
from God’s Word, and that His 
monies were “the rejoicing of mj 
heart.” They will become so to us fi 
we read them steadily and prayerfully 
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Scripture Art Calendars for 196 


HE attractive and helpful Scriptur 
Art Calendars for 1962 are nov 


ready. The special features of the 
calendars make them desirable m 
only for use in the home but also for & 
Sunday school and church. 

The calendars measure 16” x 10” 
have a ten-inch metal binding at 
top, with a cord for hanging. Moder 
ately priced at 35 cents each; 3 for: 
12 for $3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 
for $22; they may be had by sendin 
your name and address, along with you 
order, to: The’ Sunday School 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphi 
5. Just ask for the 1962 ‘Scripture: ‘ 
Calendar. 
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